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Now With Photos 
Queries: 

Joan Spruill Boudrcaux is looking fop burial site 
for her granddddy, Frederick Monroe Spruill; died 
either 1908-09. She has checked at Scuppernong 
Church of Christ/ where he and "Aunt" Eloise 
Tarkenton Spruill Bateman attended 

NCG5 Western Regional Workshop 

National speaker J. Mark Lowe will be featured 
speaker in Salisbury, 3 Aug 2002. Early registration 
deadline 19 Aug 2002. Contact NCGS, Box 22, 
Greenville NC 27835-0022. 
Deaths 

RB - 5 June 2002 

Remus Brown Jr., 84, d, 21 May 2002, Plymouth; 
b. 19 Oct 1917, Ayden, Pitt Co., Par: Eula Luanne 
Moore and Remus Brown Sr. Bur: Ellis Lee Cemetery; 

Carl Burton Roberson, 82, d. 1 June 2002; b. 29 
Apr 1920, Tarboro NC; Par: Ira Lee Roberson Sr. 
and Allie Bullock Roberson; Wife: Thelma Roberson; 
Bur: Hillside Memorial Gardens; 

Agnes Virginia Small Stanley, 77, d. 31 May 
2002 Greenville, Pitt Co, NC; b. 14 Jan 1925 
Radford, VA; Par: Eddie and Cecelia Small; Husb: 
Belcher Stanley (52 yrs); Bur*. Beaver Hill Cemetery, 
Edenton; 

Gladys Louise Simpson, 92, d. 30 May 2002, 
Plymouth; b. 21 Feb. 1910 Wash Co NC; Par: Joby and 
Mary Simpson; bur: Bethel Church of Christ 
Cemetery. 

Ada Jernigan Patrick, 84, d. 2 June 2002, 
Plymouth; b. Bertie Co; Par: Liebert and Nora Early 
Jernigan; Spouse: Sam Patrick, Creswell; bur: Azalea 
Mem. Gardens; 

Rudolph Arnold Sr., 72, d. 21 May 2002, Martin 
Co; par: Guy and Annie Lamb Arnold; 
RB 12 June 



Roy Samuel Dickerson, 81, d. 9 June 2002, 
Plymouth; b. 12 April 1921, Martin Co; Par: William 
Burton and Ann Elizer (Beacham) Dickerson; Bur: 
Hillside Memorial Gardens,' Plymouth. Wife: Ethel 
Lilley Dickerson 
RB 29 May: 

Gurvies L. Bryant, 82, d. 25 May 2002, 
Plymouth; b. 8 May 1919 Martin Co, Par: Oscar 
Bryant and Lucy Jane Bryant; Widower of Annie 
Horton Bryant; bur: Lincoln Memorial Cemetery, 
Crossroad St, Roper; 
RB 15 May: 

Lucille Hunter Melson, 91, d. 9 May 2002, 
Plymouth: b. Shreveport, LA; Par: Grover and Mamie 
Mashburn Hunter; widow of Joseph Melson Sr.; 
retired school teacher; bur: Scuppernong Church of 
Christ; 

Lillie Bateman Haire, 83, d. 13 May 2002, New 
Bern NC; b. 9 Oct 1913 Washington Co, Par: Linwood 
and Lillie Ambrose Bateman; widow of Preston 
Stanley Haire; bur: Hillside Memorial Garden; 
RB 8 May 

James Edward "Budsiick" Jordan, 75, d, 18 Apr 
2002, Baltimore; b. 27 Jan 1927, Portsmouth VA; 
Par: James and Mary Pettif ord Jordan; bur: Ellis Lee 
Cemetery; 
WDN 8 June 

Alice Marie Phelps, 81, d. 6 June 2002, Virginia 
Beach; b. Washington Co; Par: Ellis and Annie Clifton 
Phelps; Bur: Philippi Church of Christ Cemetery, 
Creswell; 

Elmer Vanrccy Wilkins, 90, d. 7 June 200£, 
Roper; b. 4 July 1911, Washington Co; Par: T. L. and 
Maggie Wilkins; bur: Wilkins Family Cem, Roper. 
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Hassete: 

Vernon Everett responds to Lillie T. Sethman, 
researching Hassell (A others) (See May 2002, p.2): 

"Tyrrell County Wills 1812-1900 (p.27): 112. 
Jesse Hassell 24 Feb 1857 Apr Ct 1857; Wife 
Mary - land where I now live during her lif etime> also 
the Joseph field, negro boy George; give to her 
woman Orphey, etc. Sons Jesse S. & Wm. H. H. - 
negro girls Ann & Hannah when Wm Henry Harrison 
Hassell is age 21, also boy George lent to wife. Son 
Joshua L - land I bought from Uriah Swain after my 
wife's death. Daughter Nancy - land where I now live 
joining Timothy Swain, McCaiister, after my wife's 
death. Daughter Sarah $1. Sons Jesse & William - 
south part of the land where I now live joining 
Timothy Swain, J. A. McCaiister. Ex.: wife Mary 
Hassell, J(oshua) W. Hasseell . Wit.: Timothy Swain, 
L. L. Hassell." 

Jesse Hassell born 1789 died ca. March 1857; 
married Mary Swain 12 Dec 1837, Tyr Co; Mary born 
1807; 2 nd wife, died 1857; Children: 

Jesse S. Hassell born 1839 married Luanda Lee 
in Washington Co. 9 Sept 1857 

William Henry Harrison Hassell born 1840 

Soloman L. Hassell born 1843 
Children by first marriage 
Joshua L. Hassell 
Nancy Hassell 
Sarah Hassell. 

Mary is buried in a Swain Cemetery in Tyrrell 
Co., Route 94, west of Sandy Acres Church in a field. 
Her parents may have been Jesse Swain (23 Sept 
1784-9 Oct 1833), Ferebie Spruill (1782-1842). 



Jesse Hassell is most likely buried in the same 
cemetery in an unmarked grave. 

The origin of Lucinda Lee born ca. 1837-1842 is 
unknown to this researcher. There were no white 
Lee families in Washington Co. in the 1850-1860 
Census. There were no Lees in the 1850 Tyrrell Co. 
census. There were Lees in the 1850 Martin Co. 
census but no Lucinda. Lucinda Lee not found, 1850 
Beaufort Co. census. 

1860 Tyrrell Co. census: 

Jesse Hassell 21 m h of h 
Lucinda 23 f wife 

James 01 m son 

Wm. 20 m Brother 

1870 Tyrrell Co. census: 

Jesse Hassell 31mwhof h 
Lucinda 28 f w wife 

Wm. J. J. 10 m w son 

Earnest L. 08 m w son 

Mary J. 06 fw daughter 
Wilson F. 02 m w son 

Don't confuse this Jesse S. Hassell with one 
who lived in the Pea Ridge section of Washington Co. 

Vernon L. Everett Jr. 

Lees MHlfownship Cemeteries 

We've completed Volume II, Lees Mill Township. 
Veronica and Vance Haskett made quick trips and 
photographed some of the cemeteries and / or 
churches. Those pics make a nice addition to this 
valuable work which includes 76 cemeteries. Price is 
same as Volume I - $17 each; add $3 s/h. 

Volume H is dedicated to the memory of 
Veronica's mother, Eloise Stevenson Jones. 

Veronica contributed some newspaper clippings 
and the following fits this month's "bill": 

J.W.Sackson (Jackson) Asks for 
Cooperation in Beautifying Cemetery - 

"Mr. Editor: 

It is a well known fact that one man financed 
the cleaning of the Third St. Grave Yard for several 
years before his death and the lot owned by him was 
a 20x30 and surrounded by a stone wall 4ft. High. 

There are a number of people buried in this 
graveyard and their kinf oiks should take some pride 
in cleaning or financing the cleaning of more than 
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three or four inches over their personal boundry 
line. I have a mother, father, two brothers, uncle, 
aunt, and two cousins buried there and their graves 
have always been kept clean. Some have already 
donated for this purpose and I will personally see 
that this grave yard will be cleaned in perfect 
condition if the people that have loved ones buried 
there will give a small donation. J. W. Jackson, Jr." 
(RB 14 Mar 1930 contributed by VJH) 

Mrs . MolUe Wiley Ninety Years Old 

Probably one of the oldest persons in 
Washington County is Mrs. Mo I lie Wiley, of the 
Skinnersville section, who last Sunday quietly 
celebrated her ninetieth birthday. 

She spent the day receiving greetings from her 
many friends. Important among them was a letter 
from her grandson, George Wiley Holton, who is 
attending his second year at Wake Forest College at 
the age of 16." RB 4 Oct 1935. (Veronica's notepad: 
Romulus Knight contributed by VJH)) 

Birthday Party 

Skinnersville: - Little Margie White celebrated 
her seventh birthday at her home Monday evening 
from seven o'clock until ten. The attendents were 
Miss Margaret Everett and Master Grayson Everett. 
The mother, Mrs. Walter White, served cake and 
jello. 

The birthday cake was addorned with seven 
beautiful candles. Little Margie blew out the 
candles. The evening was spent by playing games. 
RB Oct. 1929 - (contributed by VJH) 

Celebrate 76 th Birthday of Mr. J. E. 
Singleton 

Roper, May 28.- Gathered on the spacious lawn 
in front of his house on the Cedar Grovt (Grove) 
farm near here May 19, with appropriate 
ceremonies, about 115 people joined in celebration of 
the 76 anniversary of J. E. Singleton at a surprise 
birthday party. 

Improvised talbles erected under the beautiful 
shade trees were loaded down with delicious food. 
The table was handsomely decorated with flowers in 
the midst of which were two birthday cakes. Many 
1 gifts were received by Mr. Singleton. Music was 



furnished the young folks while the older ones 
chatted of old times. RB 1929 contributed by VJH) 
Roper Post Office Sold By Mr. Walker 

Mrs. Perla H. Bray, postmistress at Roper, has 
purchased the old bank building on Main and Bank 
Streets in Roper. This is to be continued as a post 
office building for the town. This building was first 
the quarters of the Bank of Roper, which has been 
defunct for years. 

The purchasers are to pay $1,000 for it, 
payable monthly. It was purchased from C. L walker, 
who was formerly postmaster. RB 6 Nov 1936 
(contributed by VJH) 

Mrs . H.W. Pritc hett f o Open Store in 
Creswell 

Creswell,- Mrs. H. W. Pritchette has entered 
the mercantile business in the store recently 
occupied by Mrs. H. T. jackson. Besides yard goods 
and notions, Mrs. Pritchette expects to carry a line 
of ladies' and children's ready to wear, haats, and 
school supplies. RB 7 Oct 1938 (contributed by VJH 
- with note: Ronnie Pritchett's mom.) 

From Our Mail Boxes 

Old Mecklenburg Genealogical Society, Box 
32453, Charlotte NC 28232-2453: "Mecklenburg 
County, N. C. Minutes of the Court of Common Pleas 
<& Quarter Sessions, Volume IV: 1831-1840" by 
Herman W. Ferguson; 259 pp. $27.50 ppd. Write for 
brochure of other publications. 

For other NC publications, visit: 
http://www.margaretmhofmann.com. Or write: 
Margaret M. Hoffman, Box 446, Roanoke Rapids NC 
27870 (800-455-8891 or fax 888-462-8733. 

Sanborn Firelnsurance Maps 

For help with reading these maps, go to: 
http://fisher.lib.virQinia.edu/sanborn/details.html 
and for a list of maps for NC, go to: 
http://wwwJib.unc.edu/ncc/onl/sandes.html. 
Washington County maps are at local library. 

Mew Brochure / Mew Website 

Judy Mayo, director of travel and tourism for 
Washington County, announces publication of new 
brochure "Treasures of Washington County" You can 
request a copy: tourism@washinQtoncountyQov.com - 
or visit: visitwashingtoncountync.com (Creswell has 
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been added to the site and a link will soon be posted 
for historic markers placed by Washington County 
Bicentennial Committee (now Historic Heritage 
Committee) 

Tribute to E.V.Wilkins 

Elmer Vanray Wilkins died 7 June 2002 at his 
home in Roper at the age of 90. He was the oldest 
son of the late Tom and AAaggie Wilkins. He was born 
on 4 July 1911 and began his education in a one-room 
school. By the age of 13, he was helping teach fellow 
students and for the remainder of his life, so long as 
health permitted, he was involved in education in one 
way or another. He attended J. J. Clemmons High 
School and Washington County Union School. He 
graduated at the age of 15 and then went to North 
Carolina College (now N. C. Central University.) 

E. V., as he was known by young and old, worked 
one year in Oak City, then returned to Roper. He was 
first a math teacher, then became principle. He 
married Elizabeth Witherspoon and they had two 
daughters, Estelle and Joy. E. V. was principal at 
Clemmons / Union, he influenced the lives of many 
future leaders. 

He became the first black member of the Roper 
Town Council and became that town's first black 
mayor in 1975. His daughter, Estelle (Bunny 
Sanders) followed in her father's footsteps and is 
today mayor of Roper. 

E. V. became a member of the Order of the 
Long Leaf Pine in recognition of his many 
contributions to the people of North Carolina. He 
served, among others, on the State Board of 
Education, the State Economic Development Board 
and was chair of the Elizabeth City State University 
Board of Trustees for seven years. 

The list of his accomplishments goes on and on 
and were highlighted in the 12 June issue of The 
Roanoke Beacon. He was a member of Mt. Eprew 
Baptist Church and Rising Moon Lodge No. 59. Two 
services were held in his memory with an overflow 
crowd. He was laid to rest in the Wilkins Family 
Cemetery. His wife, Elizabeth, died in 1985. 

Welcome Mew Member: 

We welcome Mrs. Virginia Currie who is 
researching Arnolds and Spruills. 



VISIT WCGS: 

http://www.rootsweb.com/^ncwashin/wcQS.htm 




1 Loretta"Rett"H. Phelps 



Future Happenings 

Members of Concord Primitive Baptist Church 
Preservation Society, Inc. met in Creswell on 18* 
June to plan for Homecoming 2002. On 21 st 
September at 11 a.m., Justin Tillet of Manteo will be 
speaking, followed by dinner-on-the-ground. Tillett, 
a longtime student of religious history, promises an 
interesting and informative presentation. 

Rehoboth UMC now holds services only on Fifth 
Sunday at 3 p.m., Homecoming this year is set for 
30* June. 

Both Concord PBPS, Inc., and the Rehoboth 
Foundation need your support to keep these two 
historic structures standing. 

WCGS will be holding a workday on 26 th June 
starting at 9 a.m.; if you have a notebook / laptop 
computer and want to help with Washington County 
Cemeteries - Volume III - Scuppernong Township - 
join us at the regular meeting place. WCGS will 
provide lunch and we'll have a day of work, fun and 
fellowship. There's something for everyone - you can 
sort / tabulate inventory, mail Vol. II, or proof work. 
Call one of the officers or e-mail for details. 

Have a safe & happy Independence Day! 
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